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Senator drew an energetic and persuasive advocacy of recognition
from his more influential colleague, Mr. Borah. During the World
Economic Conference which was in session in London on the 12th
June-27th July, 1933, there were reports in the American press of
conversations between Monsieur Litvinov and Mr. William C. Bullitt:
a member of the United States delegation whose name had come into
prominence fourteen years earlier, during the Peace Conference of
Paris, when he had been sent on a mission to Moscow to study
economic and political conditions and also, if possible, to find a basis
for peace negotiations between the U.S.S.E. and the Allied and
Associated Powers. On the 2nd July, a committee of business men,
lawyers, bankers, economists and university presidents—including
Mr. T. W. Lamont, Professor Taussig, Professor Viner, and Dean
Roscoe Pound, among others—was set up by the American Founda-
tion, a society which interested itself in promoting closer relations
between the United States and the rest of the World, in order to
study what effect a recognition of the Soviet Government would have
upon American business. On the 12th July, recognition was publicly
advocated—in this forum, not for the first time—by the American-
Russian Chamber of Commerce.
In this active public ventilation of the recognition question in the
United States, the probable benefit to American business was the
chief, and, indeed, almost the only argument that was put forward
by the advocates of recognition, while the opponents of it took their
stand in part on the practical argument that a Soviet Embassy in
Washington would become a centre for Communist propaganda in
the United States, but to a larger extent upon the ground that, in
principle, it was improper for the United States to recognize officially
a Government that had shed innocent blood, confiscated private
property, persecuted religion and repudiated debts. In all this public
discussion the question of redressing the rudely disturbed balance of
power in the Pacific was barely mentioned and was perhaps hardly
in the minds of the majority of American citizens who were taking
an interest in the debate. On the other hand, the Soviet Government,
from the first moment when tjiey had an opportunity of making their
voice heard, made no secret of the fact that, in their mind, the
political consideration was uppermost; and there can be little doubt
that this consideration also played an important part in the private
counsels of the Administration at Washington.
For obvious diplomatic reasons, arising out of the delicacy of the
relations between the United States and Japan, the American Govern-
ment were content to allow the commercial motive to loom largest

